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THE PROPHETS 
- oracles of the eighth century

In this edition of Thrive we will be journeying through 

the writings of the prophets who ministered during the 

eighth century BC (800-700 BC roughly). We will be reading 

through Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah and most of Isaiah. 

The oracles of the prophets are not only fascinating and 

profound but they give us a more intimate expression of the 

heart of God than anywhere else in the Old Testament. It is 

a ‘must-read’ for those who want to know God more deeply 

and will be a rewarding read for those who take the journey. 

Join me in this edition of Thrive as we read through the 

eighth century prophets.

MJ



A CHANCE TO TURN

Assyria was a powerful and cruel nation whose armies used 

every kind of atrocity in war to drive fear into their opponents. We 

might think that Jonah would have been happy to go and preach 

against it. But instead, he was horrified at God’s directive. It wasn’t 

just fear that made him run from God. It was the knowledge that 

this call could only mean one thing. If God was sending a prophet 

to convict them of their evil, it was only because God was giving 

them a chance to turn from their evil ways and find grace. This 

is why Jonah ran from God (see 4:2). He didn’t want them to be 

given a chance to turn around. But this is what God does. He 

pursues people unceasingly to turn them to himself. When Jonah 

himself rebelled against God’s command, God sent the storm to 

turn him around. God even used Jonah’s rebellion to turn around 

the lives of the crew of the ship. If you ever stray from God, then 

know this: God will pursue you. He will do anything and everything 

to get you back, even if this means placing an almighty storm in 

your path. That’s how much he loves you. God commanded the 

elements, and even sent a whale to swallow Jonah alive. That 

was an expression of God’s commitment to Jonah. But not just 

to Jonah. This was an expression of God’s desire to turn the 

Ninevites from their sin. Truly, God so loves the world!

TUESDAY

1 NOV
Jonah 1

Read Jonah 1
Ask God to do whatever it takes to turn 
you back to him if you have strayed.



GRACE

Jonah had refused to go to Nineveh because he resented 

the fact that God might show grace to these enemies of Israel 

(see 4:2). But God graciously caught Jonah with a whale. If you 

go to the whaling museum in Eden in southern NSW, you will 

read the incredible true story about a man who was swallowed 

by a whale and survived for fifteen hours in its belly! So, Jonah’s 

experience is not so outlandish. When he was in the belly of the 

‘big fish,’ which for obvious reasons we presume was a whale, 

Jonah seems to have assumed that he was in the place the 

Israelites called ‘Sheol’ (the abode of the dead). Jonah knew that 

he deserved what had happened. He had pronounced judgement 

on himself when he told the sailors to cast him into the sea (1:12). 

When the whale vomited Jonah up, he realised he wasn’t in 

Sheol, but rather that God was giving him another chance. So, 

he too was now experiencing God’s grace and mercy. It’s easier 

to show grace to others when you recognise how needful you are 

of it yourself. Jonah remained somewhat resentful towards the 

Ninevites, but the story is given to us to show how unreasonable 

Jonah was in such resentment. God’s people are to be ministers 

of God’s grace to others. We can only fulfil this role as we 

recognise how much grace we ourselves have received. Grace 

is undeserved favour. Who is God calling you to show grace to?

Jonah 2

WEDNESDAY

2 NOV

Read Jonah 2
Think about who you need to forgive.



RESPONSIVE

Jonah must have been quite a sight when he walked through 

the city. His skin and hair would have been bleached white from 

the whale’s stomach acid, so he would have looked like a ghost. 

Jonah certainly got the attention of the Ninevites, but it wasn’t 

just his unusual appearance that interested them. The Ninevites 

heard and responded to the message that Jonah preached, and 

they did so with remarkable humility. In the scheme of things, it 

seems that God was using the Ninevites of all people to model 

to Israel the kind of response he wanted from them. At this 

time, Israel was running astray from God and not responding 

to his warnings. But at the same time they saw themselves as 

morally and spiritually superior to other nations, particularly 

the Assyrians who they felt were the most evil people of all. 

So, God was showing them that their reluctance to respond to 

God made them worse than the Assyrians. At least the people 

of Nineveh were willing to be corrected by God. One of the most 

important virtues is the humility to heed God’s correction. We 

tend to measure our spirituality by things like our self-perceived 

morality, our past spiritual experiences, our spiritual gifts, our 

biblical knowledge, or even our spiritual zeal. But the humility to 

see your faults is more important than all these things. When did 

you last recognise some significant fault in yourself? And I don’t 

mean just moments of thoughtless action. I’m talking about deep 

attitudes and desires. There is grace for you and great freedom in 

Christ if only you will see the worst in yourself.

THURSDAY

3 NOV
Jonah 3

Read Jonah 3
Ask God to give you the humility to be open to correction.



A RIGHT TO BE ANGRY?

Jonah’s apprehensions about God’s dealings with Nineveh 

became a reality. God forgave this cruel people who had been 

such a scourge to Israel. This put Jonah at odds with God. God 

was extending grace to the Assyrians, but Jonah could not agree 

with God in this and so his attitude was in conflict with God. This 

is how it is whenever we choose to sustain bitter anger against 

a person. No matter what people do to us we are called to be 

gracious towards them. God wants to forgive them and show 

them grace. And we are heralds of God’s message of forgiveness 

and grace. If we harbour bitterness toward a person, then we 

are holding that message in contempt and are at odds with the 

God who is sending the message through us. The question that 

God would ask us in our conflict situations is the same as that 

question he asked Jonah: “Do you have a right to be angry?” In 

a way, Jonah had a right to be angry given the atrocities that the 

Assyrians had perpetrated. But God had chosen to forgive the 

people of Nineveh and if God is for someone no one has a right 

to stand against them (Romans 8:31). Is God willing to forgive 

that person that you are angry with? Yes, indeed he is. Do you 

therefore have a right to sustain anger against them? No, you 

don’t. God is calling you to give up that right even as Jesus gave 

up his rights as an innocent man when he was paying for your 

sins on the cross.

Jonah 4

FRIDAY

4 NOV

Read Jonah 4
Ask God to help you see these things from his perspective.



5/6 NOV

We are invariably averse to reflecting on our own mortality and 

God’s judgement. But there are few things more sobering than 

the inevitability of death and judgement to give the details of our 

lives some perspective. And that is what this psalm, traditionally 

attributed to Moses, offers to us: some perspective. You will 

die soon and afterwards you will stand before God to give an 

account of your life. Yes, there is forgiveness and salvation in 

Christ, but this is given to repentant sinners. So, make sure your 

life is marked by repentance. Reflect on your last few days. How 

do you think these days look from a heavenly perspective? How 

does God view your actions, thoughts, desires and imaginings? 

If you knew that you only had one month left to live before you 

passed away to stand before your Creator, what would you 

change? You have the opportunity to do judgement with Christ 

now. This is a wonderful opportunity because he is not only 

your judge, but your saviour. If you will acknowledge your sins 

to him now, you will find forgiveness. This means that there 

will be no surprises when you stand before his judgement seat 

then. You can receive your verdict now from Christ. But to 

receive his grace you need to face the truth. The truth is that 

you are not without sin (1 John 1:8). The truth is that you may 

not have much time left to acknowledge this and find salvation. 

The truth is that Christ is ready to forgive all who come to him. 

Read Psalm 90. Reflect on your life, confess your sins 

to God and receive his forgiveness and grace.

Perspective – Psalm 90



DISTINCTNESS

In the time of Amos, the nation of Israel was prospering. 

Under Jeroboam II they won many victories and recovered 

large amounts of their territory previously lost. Since things 

were going well, they thought everything was fine. It is often 

the case that when things are going well for us we assume that 

everything is well within us. When life cruises along nicely we 

tend to neglect our constant need for self-examination. Things 

were not fine in Israel and God sent Amos to deliver this news. 

They had in fact become just like the other nations around them. 

This is the significance of the denunciation of each of the nations 

(which the Israelites regarded as morally inferior to themselves) 

followed by a denunciation of both Judah and Israel. In other 

words, God was including them with everyone else. They had 

lost their distinctness. They were living just like everyone else. 

How distinct are you from those around you? Are the things that 

drive your life different from others? Are you driven by the same 

lifestyle obsession, competitiveness and ambitions as everyone 

else? The Israelites were caught up in the competitive rat race of 

the world. They used people as means to ends rather than loving 

people as they were called to. To achieve their ambitions, they 

had to push others down. As Christians we are called to live a 

completely different sort of life with completely different goals. 

Which way are you facing?

Amos 1 & 2

MONDAY

7 NOV

Read Amos 1 and 2
Ask God to examine your heart.



LION’S ROAR

If you were walking out in the bush and you heard a lion roar 

you would certainly be alarmed. Amos announces to Israel that 

God’s word to them is like the roaring of a lion. He was sounding 

an alarm. It is really easy to think that everything is well with 

you when it is not. We resist facing up to our faults, particularly 

when things are going well (as they were with Israel at this time). 

I am constantly amazed by my own ability to ignore my faults and 

justify myself. This is why we need an alarm. I have prayed that 

God would set an alarm within me. I have prayed that when I am 

walking the wrong way, when I become selfish and proud, when 

I stray from God, that I would feel the sting of my contrariness. 

I don’t want to be happy going the wrong way without God and 

so I have asked God to make me feel the deep sadness that he 

feels when I go the wrong way. God had been trying to get Israel’s 

attention. He sent Amos to turn them around and to remind them 

of the disaster that inevitably befalls those who forsake God and 

his protective love. It was an alarm. Unfortunately, Israel would 

ignore this alarm and, as a result, within 20 years they would 

be destroyed and exiled forever by the Assyrians (721 BC). God 

didn’t want this to happen. But Israel ignored the vital warnings. 

So it did happen. Is God trying to get your attention?

TUESDAY

8 NOV
Amos 3 & 4

Read Amos 3 and 4
Ask God to wake you up to what he wants to tell you.



JUSTICE

The central theme of Amos’ message to Israel has to do with 

justice. There was gross inequality in Israel at this time and this 

contradicted one of the most fundamental principles of the law 

of Moses. There is so much in the law designed to ensure equal 

opportunities for all in Israel. Laws mandating regular cancellation 

of debt and equal redistribution are just a couple of examples. 

But at this time in Israel relatively few people were hoarding the 

resources of the land at the expense of the majority who went 

without. The political and justice systems in Israel appear to have 

been rigged to maintain this rather than prevent it. We tend to 

think of justice issues as political issues, and to some extent 

that is true. Political systems can indeed perpetuate or prevent 

injustice. This is something that Christians should be sensitive 

to and concerned about. But our primary concern should be with 

what each one of us can do to correct the injustices around us. 

This is a complex area and there are plenty of examples of well-

meaning Christians making things worse in an effort to help 

people. For that reason, it is a good idea to support or get involved 

with an organisation, preferably one connected with your church, 

that understands how transformational development works. Let 

us always be thankful for the resources and opportunities we 

each have. And more importantly, let us always be asking God 

how we can use what he has given us to bless others.

Amos 5:1-17

WEDNESDAY

9 NOV

Read Amos 5:1-17
Think about how you can contribute toward the cause of justice.



OPEN TO GRACE

The Israelites anticipated a day when God would finally destroy 

evil doers on the earth. In their longing for this day to come, 

however, they overlooked one important thing. They had made 

themselves part of the evil company that God was coming to 

judge. They were no better than any of the nations that they were 

inclined to look down upon and wish judgement upon. How could 

they not recognise this? How could they go on worshipping at the 

temple and longing for the ‘Day of the LORD’ (judgement day) to 

come while all along living as waywardly as everyone else? The 

answer is: easily. Doing this is the easiest thing in the world. I 

am always amazed by my slowness to recognise when I fall away 

from God and fall into selfish living. When it finally gets through 

to me, even then it feels like the message is cloudy and muffled 

as though something were trying to choke it. I have made it a 

habit, therefore, whenever I sense that something is wrong in me, 

to ask God to turn up the lights on the problem. It is a difficult 

experience at first and I naturally tend to squint and shield myself 

as the first light comes on the problem. But gradually, as I open 

my eyes and lower my defences, I can face the truth. It is when I 

stand facing the hard truth about myself that I begin to feel free. 

I never feel condemned in the light of this self-revelation. For in 

this same light I also see, and keenly feel, the grace of God given 

to me in Jesus Christ.

THURSDAY

10 NOV
Amos 5:18-6:14

Read Amos 5:18-6:14
Will you open your heart to what God wants 
to say to you today? Will you trust in his grace?



IMMEDIATE MERCY

Israel would not listen to what God was trying to tell them. When 

Jeroboam heard Amos’ message, he drove him away. If only they 

had listened and faced up to their wrongs, however, then God 

would have been so quick to forgive and restore them. Notice in 

the first part of this chapter how God demonstrates this readiness 

to forgive. The account is significant because we find the same 

pattern repeated. Hence something is being highlighted. Amos, 

on two consecutive occasions, saw judgement approaching, the 

first in the form of a plague of locusts and the second a great fire. 

But the moment Amos cried out for God to forgive his people and 

save them, God relented. He relented from judgement without any 

hesitation. God’s merciful response was immediate as though he 

was longing for Amos to give him the slightest excuse to show 

mercy. Never be reticent to cry out to God for forgiveness no 

matter how far you have strayed. God longs for his lost children 

no matter how far they stray and no matter what they do. He 

receives them back eagerly. He is slow to discipline but quick to 

forgive. The prayer for mercy, demonstrated here by Amos, is the 

first step toward restoration. It is a necessary step because it is 

the first gesture of acknowledgement of the truth of our situation 

and a recognition of our need of God. God longs for you to cry 

out to him in genuine need and desire for restoration. He will 

not delay in forgiving you. There is nothing God delights in doing 

more than showing mercy.

Amos 7

FRIDAY

11 NOV

Read Amos 7
Cry out to God for mercy and restoration.




