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CorinThians & GalaTians 
 - letters of life

In this issue of Thrive we will be working through three of 

the letters of the Apostle Paul. The letters to the Corinthians 

and the Galatians are the more controversial of Paul’s 

letters since he deals with some of the complex issues 

facing the early church. Throughout this correspondence is 

some profound teaching that is as relevant now as it was 

then. Join us again in this issue of Thrive as we continue to 

read the Bible together.

MJ



FoCUs

Many people think of the Corinthian church as the most 

spiritually vibrant of all the churches that Paul wrote to because 

there is so much discussion in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 

about ‘spiritual gifts’ and little mention of them in his other letters. 

But the only reason that Paul had to bring up this matter with 

the Corinthians was because it had become a problem for them. 

It is evident that the other churches had experienced the same 

level of empowerment by the Spirit (see Ephesians 4:7-13) but 

they had not misused their gifts as the Corinthians had. Given the 

kinds of problems that Paul deals with in this church it certainly 

rates, along with the Galatian church, as the most dysfunctional 

of all those that Paul writes to. When God gives us gifts it is our 

responsibility to steward them in accordance with his will. God 

does not revoke his gifts when we misuse them, as Paul says in 

Romans 11:29: “For God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.” It is 

possible to be a bad steward of God’s gifts and even to misuse 

them. In order to rightly steward what God gives us we must have 

good character. Gifting without character will do more harm than 

good. Learn to focus more on what kind of person you are than 

what abilities you have.

monday

1 AUG
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Prayerfully consider where your focus is.



PriDE & DisUniTY

According to Acts 2, when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon 

the church, the result was unity (see Acts 2:42-47). This is what 

Luke, who wrote the book of Acts, highlights: “All the believers 

were one in heart and mind” (Acts 4:32). This is just what Jesus 

had prayed for about his church (John 17:20-23) and this is 

what the Holy Spirit creates. How is it then that the Corinthian 

Christians, who prided themselves in their Holy Spirit gifting, 

were so persistently divided? The answer, evident in this letter, 

is that they were divided because they prided themselves in their 

Holy Spirit gifting. Such pride creates a hierarchy of spiritual rank 

which in turn engenders competitiveness. This also meant that 

they respected leaders primarily in terms of personal charismatic 

qualities and divided behind those whom they preferred. Pride 

divides people because it makes us see ourselves and others 

in comparative terms. It highlights difference rather than 

commonality. We are all children of God who have all fallen far 

short of God’s glory and we are all under grace alike. There 

is no sin as demonic as pride (Ezekiel 28:14-17) and no pride 

as bad as spiritual pride. Use every circumstance therefore as 

an opportunity to kill your pride lest your pride kills you. Every 

interaction with other people will give you this opportunity. Every 

instance in which you choose to serve and prefer others is a 

blow to pride. Every choice to lift up another person rather than 

yourself makes pride crumble.

1 Corinthians 1:10-17

tuesday

2 AUG

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Ask God to teach you humility.



FoolishnEss

We have a tendency to take as truth that which makes most 

sense to us. On the other hand, if something seems absurd, we 

tend to reject it as untruth. Behind this way of thinking is the 

assumption that there is no reality outside of what our minds 

can grasp rationally. That is a very small-minded view to take. 

It certainly rules out the existence of an infinite and eternal God. 

The most important truths are those which transcend logic. The 

truth about the meaning of life, the ways of God, the mystery of 

death and so forth, are all naturally out of range of our ability to 

fathom. Our thinking is locked within the space time continuum. 

God is infinite and eternal; he is not limited by space and time. 

The Christian philosopher Blaise Pascal said: “Reason’s last 

step is the recognition that there are an infinite number of things 

which are beyond it.” This is one of the key differences between 

the way of thinking that Paul represents and expresses here in his 

letter to the Corinthians and that of the Greek philosophy of his 

time. The Greeks needed to have things proven to them before 

they believed. But such faith is not true faith according to Paul. 

Faith does not come from proof. Faith is its own proof. I mean 

that faith comes about, not as we grasp God, but as God grasps 

us inwardly by his Holy Spirit. This direct spiritual connection with 

God is how we know him. When you grow this connection, you 

also grow in your knowledge of God.

wednesday

3 AUG
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Ask God to reveal himself to you more and more.



EFFECTivE noT imPrEssivE

Within the increasingly ego-centred culture that had been 

allowed to grow up within the Corinthian church it is natural 

that there would have been competition for respect and power. 

There were many who disparaged Paul’s apostolic authority in 

the church in an effort to establish their own allegedly superior 

authority. It would have been easy to belittle Paul in one sense. 

Evidently, he was not a great speaker and in Greek culture the 

art of rhetoric and communication was honoured above all skills. 

If you were an impressive communicator, then you would be 

esteemed by people and assumed to have a greater grasp on the 

truth. Paul was not able to impress people in that way. There 

were others in the Corinthian church who felt that they were 

greater than Paul because they were impressive in their abilities. 

But the fruit of their talents was only dissention. The fruit of 

Paul’s ministry, however, was real transformation by the Holy 

Spirit. Paul was not interested in being impressive, only effective. 

God does not want us to be impressive in the use of our gifts. He 

wants us to be effective for his Kingdom. You can be impressive 

in your abilities and have absolutely no positive, lasting effect on 

anyone or anything. All you succeed in doing is building up your 

own ego. Be effective, not impressive.

1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5

thursday

4 AUG

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5
Ask God to help you see the difference 
between being impressive and effective.



DEEP ThinGs oF GoD

We who know God know him not by reason or by the five senses 

but by a deep and profound revelation of God to our innermost 

being. This is what Paul highlights here in a section that takes 

some concentrated thought to understand. Our experience of 

God is much more intimate than that of our closest relationships 

with people. We can know other people only from the outside, 

by their appearance and their communication to our senses. 

We have no direct experience of their ‘spirit’. But we can have 

a direct experience of God’s Spirit because he has put his Spirit 

within us. This makes our relationship with God something far 

more profound and mysterious than any other relationship we 

have. There is a sense in which I know God as I know myself. 

I can experience the desires and concerns of God directly as if 

they were my desires and concerns. As Paul says: “We have the 

mind of Christ.” God does not need to explain something to me 

verbally. He can download his concern directly into my spirit. He 

can bypass the indirect channels of communication that so limit 

human relationships. Learning to live with God and live by God’s 

Spirit is something that we need to learn by practice. We must 

remain ever sensitive to his desires and concerns as they well up 

within us. The more we are willing to receive what God is saying 

and doing within us, the more sensitive we will become to him, 

and the more we will be transformed by his Spirit.

friday

5 AUG
1 Corinthians 2:6-16

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Ask God to make you more sensitive to him. 
Remind yourself regularly to stop and listen for his voice.



6/7 aug

The supplicatory psalms don’t just contain requests for God 

to do things. They contain powerful faith appeals as to why he 

should. The psalmists appealed to the person, the purposes 

and the promises of God. On the basis of what God had said 

and done in the past they insisted that they see God do, in their 

situation, what he had promised and done before. This is the 

kind of boldness that God wants to see in our prayers. This is 

what faith does and God wants to see faith from us more than 

anything. Psalm 77 is a testimony, written in retrospect, of the 

psalmist’s faith journey from alienation and despondency to 

assurance and joy. He recounts his dismay and how his faith 

locked onto the things that God had done in the past. As he 

remembered these things, he also appealed to them, and, as 

a result, his faith rose up in celebration before anything had 

changed in his situation. God has done great things in the past 

and he wants to do great things in your life. But God acts in 

response to prayer. He does this because he doesn’t just want 

your prayers, he wants you. He wants you to come to him in 

faith. He wants to reconnect with you. We connect with God 

through faith. So let every difficult situation be an occasion 

for you to exercise faith. Let every challenge become an 

occasion to reconnect with the power and goodness of God.

Read Psalm 77 and seek God as the psalmist does here.

Testimony of Faith – Psalm 77




