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KINGS AND CHRONICLES 
- the great tragedy

In this edition of Thrive we will be working through 

the turbulent history of the kings of Israel and Judah as 

recorded in the books of Kings and Chronicles. We will be 

looking at a series of amazing stories including the lives of 

the prophets Elijah and Elisha, and kings such as Hezekiah 

and Josiah. There is so much to learn from the various 

strands and patterns in this narrative. I am confident that 

you will find new significance in some otherwise obscure 

stories. I will also be continuing our journey through the 

Psalms on the weekends. I encourage you to continue on 

in this edition of Thrive as we read Kings, Chronicles and 

the Psalms.

MJ



FAMILY TREE

As we return to the Old Testament in this edition of Thrive it 

will be worth taking a few days to review some highlights in the 

story of Israel so far. The Books of Chronicles begin with a big 

picture perspective by including a genealogy stretching back to 

Adam. This highlights an important fact: God plans to save the 

world through a family tree. When Adam rebelled against God, it 

was as though he uprooted his whole family tree. However, from 

this fallen tree God selected a shoot with which to begin again. 

This new shoot was Abraham. Abraham would be the beginning 

of a new family tree of faith. But this was only possible because 

Jesus Christ replanted the tree in God. To become a Christian 

is to be grafted into this great family tree of God’s people. You 

become a child of God by becoming part of the family. The 

Bible begins with the family. It begins with God’s commitment 

to his family as expressed in the promise to Abraham here 

in Genesis  12:1-3. Then each of us individually become heirs 

of this promise when we join the family. Your faith is not just 

between you and God. It is a family thing. This certainly begins 

with God’s work in us individually which leads to our individual 

choice to commit ourselves to Jesus. But committing yourself to 

Jesus means joining his family. The divine family is what defines 

you as a child of God. The family context also enables you to 

appreciate your individuality as you recognise that you are a 

unique complementary part of something bigger.

MONDAY

2 MAY
1 Chronicles 1 
& Genesis 12:1-3

Read 1 Chronicles 1 and Genesis 12:1-3
Pray for God to bless your church so 
that blessing can flow to you.



THE TRUNK & THE BRANCHES

God is rebuilding his family. That’s the essence of God’s 

purpose. God saves people by grafting them into his family tree. 

The story of Old Testament Israel is the story of this family tree. 

With each new generation God pruned the tree to ensure that his 

family was always connected to and united together around one 

single trunk. Abraham had two sons and while God blessed both 

sons, Isaac was chosen as the trunk. Then of Isaac’s two sons 

God chose Jacob to be the trunk. The choice of Isaac and Jacob 

respectively says something profound about how God shapes his 

tree. Isaac was not born naturally but supernaturally. This is how 

it must be for anyone to become part of this family. They become 

children of God, not by natural birth, but through a supernatural 

birth wrought by God’s Spirit (John 3:3-8). Jacob is characterised 

as a deceiver in Genesis 25 and 27. This is how Satan is 

characterised throughout the Bible. So, Jacob did not merit God’s 

choice. He was chosen by grace. It is the same with everyone who 

is supernaturally grafted into the family tree of God. This does 

not happen because we merit this by our goodness. Rather, it 

happens when we recognise our badness and take hold of Christ 

for our salvation. The story of Jacob wrestling the mysterious 

divine man (is this Jesus?) is symbolic of this moment. This is 

the event that leads to a name change for Jacob and therefore a 

change of identity. Likewise, when you cling to Jesus you will be 

changed into a child of God and a branch on this great tree.

1 Chronicles 2 
& Genesis 32:22-30

TUESDAY

3 MAY

Read 1 Chronicles 2 and Genesis 32:22-30
Pray for those you love who are still 
disconnected from God’s family.



THE VINE & THE BRANCHES

We have been thinking about the story of Old Testament Israel 

as the growth of a great family tree. This tree was to become the 

means by which God would save the world. He would save people 

by grafting them as branches into this divine family. At key points 

in the story of Israel God prunes the tree to ensure that his family 

is always connected to and united together around one single 

trunk. Of Abraham’s sons, God chose Isaac. Of Isaac’s sons, God 

chose Jacob who was renamed ‘Israel’. Of the twelve tribes of 

Israel, God chose Judah and the family of David in particular to 

become this trunk. God’s promise to David to make his family and 

his tribe the trunk of this tree is found in 2 Samuel 7. Read and 

remember this passage because it is a key moment in the story. 

The Davidic dynasty is important most of all because it was into 

this family line that God incarnated himself in the person of Jesus 

Christ. Of all the sons of David, it was Jesus who became the 

ultimate trunk. This is what all the pruning was leading towards. 

Jesus is now inviting all people to be grafted into him and thereby 

to join his family and enjoy his blessing. He is the tree trunk, the 

vine, and we are the branches (John 15:5-8). Throughout the Old 

Testament, Israel is referred to as a vine. The vine of Israel led to 

Jesus Christ so that Jesus might become the trunk of a new vine 

into which people of all nations are being grafted. You are part of 

something great.

WEDNESDAY

4 MAY
1 Chronicles 3 
& 2 Samuel 7:1-17

Read 1 Chronicles 3 and 2 Samuel 7:1-17
Pray for God’s vine to flourish in the world 
today, specifically for your church family.



A BIGGER VIEW

The extension of David’s love for God was his desire to build a 

temple for God. Up to this point the shrine that symbolised God’s 

presence amongst his people was the simple tent structure that 

Moses had built in the desert. The tent-tabernacle was designed 

to be mobile since at this time the Israelites were nomads. The 

building of the temple would therefore signal the final symbolic 

step in the occupation of the land. David was conscious of this, 

and he wanted to build a solid temple to signify this permanence. 

It was the expression of David’s desire for God to remain with 

his people in the land. However, David was not the one to build 

the temple. God was leaving this last step to Solomon. It is 

important to recognise that what we achieve in this life is always 

incomplete. We always depend on the next generation to finish 

what we begin. Conversely, what we are called to do in this life 

is simply to continue the work of the kingdom that others began 

before us. Every act of service that you render to God is one step 

in a long sequence. God has prepared a role for you in his plan 

and he has others who will come after you to pick up where you 

left off. It is sobering to realise this. It means that we should 

always strive to honour the work of the previous generation and 

to prepare for the next generation. This perspective will help you 

take a bigger view of where you fit into God’s plan.

1 Chronicles 22

THURSDAY

5 MAY

Read 1 Chronicles 22
Ask God to show you more clearly what your role is in his plan.



THE PLACE OF WORSHIP

The place of the temple in Israel is an important theme for 

the writer of Chronicles. At the time when Chronicles was 

written, after the return from exile, the major issue was that of 

the rebuilding of the temple. The prophet Haggai rebuked the 

returned Jews for neglecting the building of the temple. Here in 

chapter 5 the Chronicler, with similar concerns, highlights the 

fact that it was the building of the temple that prepared the way 

for the glory of God to dwell in Jerusalem, something that the 

returned exiles longed to see. It was not that the temple itself 

was inherently divine or ‘enchanted’. It was what the temple 

stood for that was important. The temple was a symbol of God’s 

willingness to connect with his people as they connected with 

him through worship. The burnt offerings that were offered in the 

temple were symbols of the real meaning of worship which is 

the offering of oneself to God. The temple brought the people to 

the place of worship and itself declared the meaning of worship. 

It was in this context that they saw the glory of God and it is in 

this same context that we also will see the glory of God. Worship 

is the starting point for everything. Yield yourself to God today 

and God will receive you and begin to transform you into a living 

temple of his Holy Spirit.

FRIDAY

6 MAY
2 Chronicles 5

Read 2 Chronicles 5
Yield yourself to God again today.



7/8 MAY

Psalm 67 is a blessing psalm. It moves from the blessing of 

God’s people to the blessing of the whole earth, which is a 

deliberate reflection of the structure of the original simple 

form of the covenant in Genesis 12:1-3. In Genesis 12:1-3 

God reveals his plan to bless a chosen people (those who have 

the faith of Abraham) and through them to bless the whole 

world. People are the channels of God’s blessing and therefore 

we are blessed always to be a blessing. This is why the psalm 

moves from “God bless us” to “God bless the world”. If we are 

not experiencing the spiritual blessings that we have in Christ 

(i.e. Ephesians 1) then we have no capacity to bless the world. 

Blessing does not originate in us, so we cannot bless if we 

ourselves have not first received God’s blessings. We can only 

give of what we have. Understood in this light, Christian mission 

is quite simple. Christian mission begins, not with giving, but 

receiving. We must receive what God wants to give us and 

then we can give, out of this, to others. So be filled with God’s 

love, wisdom, peace and joy. Know God and enjoy God. Walk 

with God and experience the exhilaration of growth in him. As 

you are filled with these good things you can become a vessel 

through which God will draw others into the same blessing. 

Read Psalm 67. Seek God and the joy of knowing him.

Blessing – Psalm 67




