
Thrive
title pageT H I S  I S S U E

thrive
AUG-OCT 2021

JOSHUA, JUDGES, RUTH, 
SAMUEL (1-2) 
– light in the darkness

In this issue of THRIVE we will be following the amazing 

journey of the children of Israel, under the leadership of 

Joshua, into the promised land. The story of the conquest 

of the promised land holds many profound spiritual lessons 

for those who want to live a victorious life. The same is true 

of the story of Israel’s apostacy during the period of the 

judges. What these stories highlight is the faithfulness of 

God despite human failure. This theme is highlighted as we 

turn to the book of Ruth and Samuel. Join us, then, as we 

continue our journey through the Bible in the Old Testament 

books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth and Samuel. 

MJ



JOSHUA

At the end of Deuteronomy we find the Israelites on the edge 

of the promised land. God had given the land to them, it was 

theirs for the taking, but they still had to go in and possess it. The 

story of Joshua is the story of the process of possessing the land. 

There are some key principles demonstrated in this book that 

pertain to receiving from God. You might accept what Christ has 

given to you in theory. You might believe that through Christ you 

have full access to God; that all authority is given you in Christ 

for the fulfilling of God’s mission; that every spiritual blessing is 

yours in Christ; that all the promises of God are yours in him. You 

may believe this in theory and yet not actually ever experience 

these things. The gift of God may remain forever an unopened 

package for you so long as you fail to actually unwrap it. Yes, 

Jesus gives you access to God, and the favour of God is upon you 

if you believe in him. But unless you go to God and receive from 

him, unless you go out and exercise Jesus’ authority for God’s 

mission, then your faith will always remain theoretical.

MONDAY

2 AUG
Deuteronomy 7:17-26 
 & Matthew 7:7-11

Read Deuteronomy 7:17-26 and Matthew 7:7-11
Ask God to fill you afresh with his Spirit 
and spend some time waiting on him.



WALKING INTO PROMISE

God had given the Israelites the land, but it remained for them 

to go and possess it. God told Joshua that he would give him 

every place where he would set his foot. This sounds simple, but 

in fact it was, from a human point of view, an intimidating venture. 

For wherever they would set their foot in Canaan they would find 

a strong and militant people swooping down upon them like a 

swarm of bees. However, God had told them that they should 

not be deterred by this. He told them that if they walked ahead 

trusting in his promise, despite the intimidation of the enemy, he 

would drive the people out before them. The promises of God are 

something you must walk ahead into. As you step out God will 

fulfil his promises in the process. God will not prove himself to 

you until you prove that you are willing to trust him. Often we look 

for concrete assurance before we step forward in obedience to 

God. But concrete assurance comes after you step forward and 

even then it may not come straight away. Faith is being assured 

before you see the results. It is the conviction that God is faithful 

and the willingness to risk all and entrust your life to him.

Joshua 1:1-9

TUESDAY

3 AUG

Read Joshua 1:1-9
Ask God where he might be calling you to step out in faith. 
Pray for the strength and courage to take this step.



STRENGTH & COURAGE

God calls us to a life of mission, to overcome evil, injustice and 

deception. He calls us to reflect the love and grace of God to those 

around us, to be agents of transformation and to bring blessing 

wherever we go. The mission of the Israelites in entering the land 

was a one-off mission of judgement. Ours, however, is a mission 

of mercy and love. This was always the ultimate goal in view, 

even through these events. Though our mission is different to that 

of the Israelites in this specific case, yet the same necessity for 

strength and courage applies to us as it did to them. To walk with 

God in this life of mission you must be prepared to continually step 

out into new challenges. Do not fear failure, for every attempt is a 

success in God’s eyes. You may not win all the battles, but we will 

win the war. We are so prone to want to burrow down in safety, 

but when we do this our burrows become our prisons where we 

become stale and dull. Don’t live to be safe. Every day take a 

small step outside of your comfort zone toward fulfilling God’s 

mission for your life. Be strong and courageous.

WEDNESDAY

4 AUG
Joshua 1:1-9

Read Joshua 1:1-9 again
Think about where you need to exercise more courage. 
Ask God to give you strength in this area.



OTHERS FIRST

By the time Joshua was ready to cross the Jordan, the Israelites 

had already occupied a great deal of territory east of the Jordon. 

This would be the inheritance of the Reubenites, the Gadites and 

the half-tribe of Manasseh. Although these tribes already had 

their land, they were not permitted to rest until their brothers had 

occupied their land west of the Jordan. They were instructed to 

first help their brothers and then they could go back and settle in 

their land. We too have this responsibility first for those closest to 

us and from there outward to others. Sometimes it can be easier 

to love people who are distant from us. You might give generously 

to the poor and help those in need in the community and that is 

commendable and important. It feels great to do that and so it 

should. But what about when you are at home with your family? 

Are you willing to do that extra chore or go to that extra effort to 

serve? How good are you at loving your partner whom you vowed 

to love and care for? I encourage you to practice consideration 

for others first in the most intimate relationships of life and in the 

small things. You will then become the sort of person that God 

can use to have great effect in the lives of many others.

Joshua 1:10-18 
& 1 John 3:16-18

THURSDAY

5 AUG

Read Joshua 1:10-18 and 1 John 3:16-18
Think about how you can apply this today.



MERCY OVER JUDGEMENT

Many people find the book of Joshua disturbing because of its 

focus on conquest and war. The concern is what this says about 

God. As I have said, this was to be a one-off act of judgement 

to be executed by the Israelites. The reasons for this were 

discussed in a previous edition of Thrive and I will revisit this 

further on. But note in Joshua 2 how mercy trumps judgement. 

God had said to Abram that those who bless his people will be 

blessed (Genesis 12:3) and here in chapter 2 we see an unworthy 

prostitute being spared from the conquest. There is no hesitation 

to answer Rahab’s request to be spared from the destruction that 

would soon follow. Moreover, in addition to this she is included 

amongst God’s people and even becomes part of the Messianic 

line (Matthew 1:5). She is also listed in Hebrews as a hero of 

the faith! (Hebrews 11:31; see also James 2:25.) God is a God of 

mercy. If things come to judgement at any point it is only because 

it is a necessary evil – far from an expression of the goal toward 

which the heart of God is inclined. Mercy always triumphs over 

judgement. We see this here in the midst of one of the darkest 

periods of judgement recorded in the Bible. It is a key reminder 

that God never turns away someone who seeks him, no matter 

how unworthy they may be.

FRIDAY

6 AUG
Joshua 2

Read Joshua 2
Thank God for his mercy upon you.



7/8 AUG

When we pray, and when God changes things in response, there 

is a continuing outcome. The more we pray, the more we will 

experience God at work. And the more we see God at work, the 

more automatic it will become to go to God with future needs. 

So not only is the present transformed when we pray but the 

experience also shapes the future: the repeated experience 

of God at work in answer to prayer prompts a new habitual 

response to life’s challenges. The Apostle Paul got to the point 

where he delighted in his weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:9,10). 

He didn’t begin with this attitude. Rather, he got there through 

a process of constantly taking his needs to God and constantly 

seeing God respond. As a result, it got to the point where Paul 

would see moments of inability and need as opportunities to 

see God at work. But the effect goes even beyond this. When 

God transforms one life this becomes a sign to others; the light 

that gets in through the cracks of your life will shine out of 

those same cracks to others. When God does something great 

in your life, it should be difficult to keep it to yourself. In fact, 

you should not keep it to yourself. The thanksgiving psalms 

are the result of people testifying to what God has done and 

exhorting others to take their needs to him. This is explicitly 

expressed in Psalm 40:9: “I will proclaim your righteousness 

in the great assembly.” Those who pray see God work and 

those who see God work become witnesses to his goodness.

Read Psalm 40. What is your greatest 

need right now? Take that to God.

Witnesses – Psalm 40




