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JOB & ECCLESIASTES 
- the path to wisdom

In this edition of Thrive we will turn to the wisdom literature 

of the Old Testament and read through Job and Ecclesiastes. 

These books are truly profound and give us something quite 

unique to themselves. They look to orient the reader with 

a perspective on life that will make firm ground for the 

changing circumstances of everyday experience. The book 

of Job in particular has been an important basis for me as 

a student and teacher of philosophy and has personally 

impacted me in significant ways. I hope to reflect what I 

have gained from this book. So, join me as we read through 

these amazing works of biblical philosophy.

MJ



1/2 AUG

Psalm 1 begins with the words “Blessed is the man”. The 

word ‘blessed’ here could be translated ‘happy’. The word 

‘happiness’, in its popular usage, is an indeterminate term that 

we use to refer to the most desirable state of being imaginable 

for us. What this state of being actually is though, is another 

matter. In our culture, happiness is often connected with 

wealth, health and prosperity. And yet most people will readily 

admit that these things don’t necessarily equate to happiness. 

You can be a wealthy and successful person in perfect health 

and be empty and miserable. That’s been common wisdom, 

even in secular circles, since the time of Socrates and Plato. 

In Plato’s Gorgias Socrates, his companions confidently assert 

that the happiest man is surely the one who gets everything 

that he wants no matter how he gets it, even if it is by evil 

schemes and oppression of others. Socrates then argues that 

it would be impossible for that man to be happy because he 

has a ‘bad soul’. He then goes on to say that a good person 

who suffers evil is happier than the person who does the 

evil, even though he might gain much from it. This sounded 

ludicrous to Socrates’ hearers at the time, but it’s very true. 

Long before Socrates this truth was affirmed in the Bible, 

Psalm 1 being one form of that affirmation. Happiness does not 

ensue from us getting what we want. Rather it is a by-product 

of wanting what we were made for. Psalm 1 teaches us that 

happiness is rightly oriented desire. What do you delight in?

Read Psalm 1 and ask God to align your desires with his.

Happiness – Psalm 1



THE COST OF WISDOM

We don’t know when the book of Job was written or who wrote 

it, but it is a masterpiece of ancient Jewish wisdom literature. 

Solomon tells us: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” 

(Proverbs 9:10). The book of Job is the outworking of this 

principle in the harrowing story of this mysterious figure, Job. 

Job found the fear of the Lord. By that I mean that Job found 

himself trembling in awe before the majesty of the Holy God from 

whom even the angels hide their face. And in that experience was 

ultimate wisdom for Job. Unless we know God, we know nothing. 

God is the fundamental ground of all reality and therefore all 

knowledge is grounded in a knowledge of God. Solomon also 

wrote: “Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom, though it cost 

all you have” (Proverbs 4:7). Job got wisdom and it did indeed 

cost all he had. He was stripped of everything and left with God 

alone. Sometimes it is not until God is all you have that you realise 

God is all you need. Job didn’t get a reason from God for his 

suffering but he met with God himself. Job went to a very dark 

place and in that dark place of suffering and grief he encountered 

the light of God. The light shines brightest in the darkest places 

and so it was for Job. Are you in a dark place? If you are, then you 

are in the best place to meet with God.

Job 1 & 2

MONDAY

3 AUG

Read Job 1 and 2
Ask God to reveal himself to you.



THE HEAVENLY CHALLENGE

When you read Job 1 yesterday you gained a perspective that 

Job himself was not given. Job was in the centre of a great spiritual 

battle and all the angels of heaven were looking on. At stake was 

nothing less than the glory of God. Satan claimed free reign over 

the earth. He gained this free reign because the stewards of 

the earth, mankind, had yielded to him and given him refuge in 

the realm that God had given them to rule over (Genesis  1:26). 

Satan was now ‘the prince of this world’ (John 12:31) due to 

man’s allegiance and so he boasted about that before God. Man’s 

authority over the earth was real and therefore so too was the 

right that Satan gained, by deception, from mankind, to rule the 

earth. God does not revoke his gifts and calling (Romans 11:29). 

What man decreed for himself was therefore what he got and God 

did not interfere and take back man’s authority. If man chose to 

give that authority away, so be it. Mankind got the oppressive 

overlord that he chose and so it was that Satan could boast 

before God and not be destroyed. In response, God points to Job 

as if to say, “You don’t rule over this one”. Even one person not 

yielded to Satan is a threat to his dominion on earth and so the 

challenge was serious. How does heaven look upon your life? Can 

God boast in you? Are you overcoming evil by the grace given 

to you in Jesus Christ and by the power of his Spirit? You can, 

but are you?

TUESDAY

4 AUG
Job 1

Read Job 1 again
Reflect on how God sees you and ask him to strengthen 
you to stand against the devil’s schemes.



TO NEED GOD

Job worshipped. That is how he responded when he lost 

everything. I find this to be one of the most stunning and profound 

moments recorded in the whole Bible. Job lost everything but 

he would not lose God. He refused to live without God. This 

singleheartedness is the foundation of wisdom. And that is what 

this book is about: the attainment of wisdom. Wisdom is not just 

a matter of knowing about things. It involves a deep spiritual 

alignment with reality. And the reality is that we need God in the 

most fundamental sense. To feel this need is, therefore, to be 

spiritually aligned with reality; and that is true wisdom. We see 

a similar singleheartedness expressed by David, in a similarly 

low point in his life, in Psalm 27:4: “One thing I ask, one thing 

I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 

my life” (Psalm 27:4). The Psalmist, Asaph, also declared, in the 

midst of his suffering: “Whom have I in heaven but you, and the 

earth has nothing I desire apart from you” (Psalm 73:25). These 

men discovered what Job knew in this moment: God is all we 

need. There are many things we may want and many people that 

we love, but God is the only one we need. With God we have 

everything; without him we have nothing. Sit still for a while and 

let every thought be taken captive to this one simple truth: you 

need God. Let no other desire or thought enter your mind, for 

without God everything you might otherwise think about is futile.

Job 1, Psalm 27 & Psalm 73

WEDNESDAY

5 AUG

Read Psalm 27 and Psalm 73 in the light of Job 1
Be still and desire God above all.



GLORY IN SUFFERING

It got worse for Job. It didn’t get better, it got worse. He was 

faithful, he worshipped God, and yet it only got worse. Have you 

ever had this experience? You seek God in the midst of distress, 

you worship God; perhaps you even find him in that place. You 

expect, then, that things will get better because, after all, you 

are with God. But things get worse. God goes with you but the 

road goes deeper into darkness just when you thought there was 

no deeper place to go. This was Job’s experience. He had lost all 

his possessions and even his children. Already, when I read this 

much, I barely want to imagine the suffering of this man. But it 

got worse. Job himself was struck with a terrible, painful skin 

disease. At this point, even his wife turned on him and Job was 

alone, very alone, in that terrible isolation that suffering creates. 

So Job suffered. And all of heaven looked on in tense silence, 

waiting for his response. “Shall we accept good from God, and 

not trouble?” That is what Job said to his wife. In other words: 

“Shall we not let God be God?” Never was there a moment in 

which God was glorified in a person more than this; never, except 

on one occasion. For God himself would become a man, Jesus 

Christ, and, in him, would suffer even more grievously than Job. 

And he did this to save us from the greatest suffering of all: the 

consequences of our sin.

THURSDAY

6 AUG
Job 2

Read Job 2 again
Christ died so that you could know God. 
Ask God to give you what he paid so dearly for.



PERSPECTIVE

Job never knew what was happening in heaven. He never knew 

that he was at the centre of some great heavenly battle. This 

perspective would not have provided an adequate explanation for 

his suffering but it may have helped him through. Job didn’t know 

he was at the centre of a heavenly battle, but we do know that 

about ourselves. We are told this in the Bible (Ephesians 6:10ff). 

There is more spiritual activity around your life right now than 

you could even begin to imagine. Principalities and powers are 

at war over you. Heaven is watching you all the time, at times 

grieving and at times rejoicing. There is more to life than work 

and play. There is much more. “Seek first God’s kingdom and his 

righteousness,” said Jesus (Matthew 6:33). You are a portal of 

God’s kingdom on earth. Your life is a light in dark places. You are 

a vessel of the glory of God sent to shine in dark places, and God 

may take you to dark places. Like Job, it is your worship and your 

desire for him that makes you shine. As God was glorified in Job’s 

determination to hold onto God so he wants you also to shine. 

Our lives are determined and distinguished by what we pursue. 

You are shaped by what you pursue. If you seek the light of God’s 

presence, then you will be filled with light and you will shine in 

the darkness. It’s better to have hardship and be filled with light 

than have pleasure and be filled with darkness.

Job 1 & 2

FRIDAY

7 AUG

Read Job 1 and 2 again
Reflect on those parts that you have found most impacting.


