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MaTThew & Mark - 
rediscovering Jesus

In this edition of Thrive we will be following the life and 

teaching of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark 

together. This will be the condensation of a series of 

messages I preached on the Life of Christ at my church. 

My desire was to combine the best of some very positive 

developments in recent biblical scholarship with an open 

heart to what God is saying to us today through the teaching 

of Jesus and the events of his life. In the process of this 

series I feel like I rediscovered Jesus in a significant way 

and learned things that have become life changing for me. It 

is my hope that in this edition of Thrive I can communicate 

these things so that you will have the same experience.

MJ



The MeSSIah IS COMe

The Gospel of Matthew is an account of the life and teaching 

of Jesus written by a Jewish author for a Jewish readership. 

Matthew focuses on Jesus as the Messiah (anointed one) of Israel 

who comes to call his people into the new age of the Kingdom of 

Heaven. For the Jews, family history was vital, particularly when 

you are talking about the Messiah who was predicted to be a 

descendant of David. Matthew demonstrates that Jesus is not 

only a descendant of David but that his descent to David runs 

right through the royal lineage from Solomon to Zerubbabel. 

It is no ordinary Davidic lineage. Any Jew would have been 

impressed. When Jesus was born, Israel had only a half Jewish 

King (Herod the Great) who was really just a Roman puppet. 

Judea was under Roman occupation and the Jews considered 

themselves to be captives now as much as they were when they 

were exiles in Babylon. They were therefore longing for God to 

send his appointed deliverer, the Messiah, to release them from 

their captivity and rule over them as a free people. Matthew 

announces that, in Jesus, this hope is fulfilled. But Jesus is going 

to radically redefine this hope and give the prophecies of the new 

Messianic age a much deeper and broader meaning. What the 

people needed salvation from was not the Romans but their own 

sins. If they could overcome the power of sin in their own lives, 

they would remain free, whoever it was that ruled them politically. 

God may not always give us what we want but he always gives us 

what we need.

wednesday

1 May
Matthew 1

Read Matthew 1
Ask God to lead you to greater freedom.



NaTIONS wILL COMe

Matthew’s Gospel focuses on the theme of fulfilment. Matthew 

wants to demonstrate how Jesus has fulfilled the Scriptures and, 

therefore, how God has been faithful to his covenant promises. It 

was predicted, to cite one example, that the Messiah would be 

born in Bethlehem. That, of course, is precisely where Jesus was 

born. In a number of different passages in the Old Testament it 

was also predicted that, in the Messianic age, the nations would 

come to God’s people. Isaiah 60:3: “Nations will come to your 

light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” The visit of the 

Magi, probably a group of Zoroastrian astrologers from the region 

of Persia, signifies the beginning of the fulfilment of this promise. 

As soon as Jesus is born, God begins to summon the nations to 

him, as Isaiah also declares: “Surely you will summon nations 

you know not, and nations you do not know will come running 

to you” (Isaiah 55:5). Jesus tells us that we are the light of the 

world. God wants to make you into a beacon star in the midst of 

a dark world. If you shine, God will bring people to you who need 

light. He probably already has. A lot of Christians find it hard to 

engage others with their faith, and the reason is mostly due to a 

misunderstanding about what we must do. God doesn’t want us 

to preach at people and win arguments. He simply wants us to 

be open windows to the light of God’s Kingdom. Simply be open 

about your relationship with God and see what happens.

Matthew 2:1-12

thursday

2 May

Read Matthew 2:1-12
Ask God to give you opportunities to talk 
about your faith with others.



OPPOSITION TO JeSUS

The events of Matthew 2 foreshadow the opposition to the 

authority of Jesus that would continue throughout his life and 

even right through church history. When Jesus comes to us, 

he comes with an absolute claim over our lives. If you choose 

to obstinately hold on to goals and dreams that are not of God, 

then you will naturally see Jesus as a threat. A lot of people 

feel threatened by Jesus. Herod was a very ambitious man. He 

wanted to be a great King like Solomon, so he mimicked Solomon 

by making extravagant renovations to the temple. He did this to 

try and win the respect of the people but the Jews despised him, 

which only made him more desperate to hold onto power. So it is 

not surprising that we find Herod willing to destroy all the baby 

boys in Bethlehem to eradicate any potential rivals, particularly 

if they happened to be legitimate candidates for the throne. The 

fact that foreign dignitaries, guided by a star, were coming to 

pay homage to a new born King in Judea made it all the more 

evident to Herod that this rival was probably the real deal. You 

would think that Herod would be afraid to defy God like this. But 

he had his ambitions and he was prepared to fight God for them. 

He had, after all, killed some of his own sons for similar reasons. 

Be careful of your own ambitions lest they put you in conflict with 

God. Selfish ambition is the hardest thing to yield over to God, but 

it is also the thing that is most oppressive to us.

friday

3 May
Matthew 2

Read Matthew 2
Yield all your dreams and ambitions over to God 
and find freedom from the things that oppress you.



4/5 may

Throughout the Bible, word always precedes act. The principle 

is that everything that God does is according to a revealed 

plan. By announcing this plan God enables his people to live 

goal-oriented lives. When God reminds them and confirms his 

plan, he does so to get his people back on the track towards 

this goal. So here, just before the much-awaited moment 

when the Messiah begins his ministry, God sends a prophet, 

John the Baptist. John’s role is to get God’s people back on 

track to prepare them for what God is about to do through 

Jesus. At this point the people had waited a long time without 

seeing much in the way of obvious divine activity. Naturally 

many were losing hope. ‘Hope’ is an attitude of anticipation of 

things up ahead; it is a passionate expectation that motivates 

us in the present to keep working towards what is anticipated. 

Because they had lost hope, the Jews were also wandering 

off the path and taking their lives in their own hands. This can 

happen to us too, when we feel God isn’t doing much in our 

lives. The great danger, however, is that when God does act, 

we will miss it, because our eyes are diverted from the goal. It 

was the greatest of tragedies that most of the Jews who saw 

Jesus did not recognise him. They missed the coming of their 

Messiah because their hopes were diverted to other things.

Read Matthew 3 and Mark 1:1-13. Reflect on how you may 

have lost hope and ask God to renew your vision for his purpose.

PREPARE THE WAY – 
Matthew 3 & Mark 1:1-13


