
ThE rETUrN

When the Persian Empire defeated Babylon in 539BC the Persian 

Emperor, Cyrus, released the Jews to return to Jerusalem. The 

prophets had foretold this momentous event and in doing so they 

had made it clear that Cyrus would act as God’s servant. It was 

God Himself, in other words, who was bringing back His people to 

Jerusalem. They went into exile because they had forsaken God, 

but God had never forsaken them. There were many, however, 

who did not return. They had given up hope in Babylon and 

assimilated into society losing their distinct identity as Jews. 

Those who returned were those who had held onto the promise 

of God and looked beyond their immediate circumstances to the 

purpose that God had for them. This perspective is vital for any 

stage of life. Your present circumstances are a step toward your 

greater purpose, however dark those circumstances may be. God 

wants to lead you to greater fruitfulness and every circumstance 

will be used by God to that end. Each stage in our journey only 

makes sense in the light of the journey itself as a whole. Whether 

we move on to where God wants us to go depends on whether we 

keep this perspective and continue to entrust ourselves to God. 

Seek first God and His Kingdom in every circumstance. That is 

how you get there.

thursday

1 Nov
Ezra 1-2

Read Ezra 1-2
Ask God to help you engage with your present 
circumstances as He would want you to.



BEGiN WiTh WorShiP

The Jewish exiles had made lives for themselves in Babylon. 

They had been there for about fifty years and they had built homes 

and established businesses. Many of those who left Babylon had 

been born and raised there. So it was no small thing for these 

people to up and leave everything to return to Jerusalem. They 

were walking into the unknown, back to a city in ruins with no 

idea how things would go there. But they went there because 

they believed that it was God’s purpose for them. And so when 

they got there the first thing they did was worship God. Whenever 

I begin a journey the first thing I do is check the map and set 

the direction. This is what they are doing here. The Jews were 

beginning a new stage in their journey and so the first thing they 

do is get themselves rightly oriented. It is so easy in life just to 

go, and keep going, without checking your direction. Inevitably, 

therefore, we end up very disoriented and lost. If you are to 

realise your purpose you must begin with worship. Worship is the 

gesture of giving oneself over to God; it is consciously forsaking 

our independent life goals and agendas and giving ourselves to 

God’s purpose. I encourage you to begin your days with worship. 

Entrust yourself to God and set His purpose as your highest 

priority. It is important to make a conscious gesture of this for 

only in this way can you ensure that you will remain on course.

Ezra 3:1-6

Friday

2 Nov

Read Ezra 3:1-6
Entrust your life to God and to His purpose today.



3/4 Nov

Psalm 124 is a Psalm of corporate thanksgiving for an act of 

God’s deliverance for the faith-community. Evidently God had 

saved them from some serious calamity, probably some military 

threat. This is the sort of Psalm that might have articulated the 

relief and praise following God’s deliverance of Jerusalem from 

the Assyrian threat in the time of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-19). 

When we are besieged by difficult circumstances, when there 

seems to be no way forwards and no solution to our problem, 

in these times “our help is in the name of the LORD”. God is 

the way forwards when the way is blocked. God is our escape 

when we are besieged. This sounds idealistic, I know, but it is 

possible for you to experience this, even in the most impossible 

circumstances. The key to moving forwards with God is this: 

focus on finding Him in the midst of your circumstances. 

He is always speaking to you. Listen to what He is saying to 

you. When we feel trapped by our circumstances we often 

get preoccupied by trying to regain control. But these are 

golden opportunities to surrender control to God. Don’t focus 

on how you are going to change things. Focus on who is 

with you. Focus on what God is doing in your circumstance. 

Focus on reconnecting with His greater purpose and doing the 

things He wants you to do. When you find God in the midst of 

hardship you will indeed escape like a bird out of a snare. And 

this will remind you to always let God be God in your life.

Read Psalm 124 and seek God in your present circumstances.

Besieged? - Psalm 124



ThE BoTTom LiNE

The Jews were stepping into the unknown as they began their 

new life. There was a lot to be concerned about and they might 

have been very anxious. You may be familiar with this feeling. 

You may feel anxious about tomorrow, and perhaps you have a 

lot to be concerned about. If this is the case it is very important 

that you establish the right ‘bottom line’ concern. Your ‘bottom 

line’ concern is the one thing that, at all costs, cannot be lost or 

compromised. The one thing that the Jews would not lose sight of 

was their purpose. They were there to realise their purpose and 

be fruitful. A lot of things might have gone wrong. They might have 

suffered hardship and lack but if all this was going to get them 

to the fulfilment of their purpose then nothing of ultimate value 

would be lost. If their priority was to buffer themselves against 

hardship then they would have first turned to these concerns. 

But this wasn’t their bottom line concern, at least initially. Their 

bottom line concern was to keep close to God and fulfil their 

purpose. So they began with worship and they established the 

place of worship, the temple. I would encourage you also to 

establish a ‘worship space’ in your life as a top priority. You can 

afford to lose everything but God. You cannot afford to lose touch 

with God because then your whole life goes off course and it all 

becomes futile.

Ezra 3:7-13

MoNday

5 Nov

Read Ezra 3:7-13
Ask God to fill you with His Sprit and spend 
some time waiting in stillness before Him.



No comPromiSE

When the Assyrians destroyed Samaria and exiled most of the 

survivors of the ten northern tribes of Israel in 722BC, the King 

of Assyria colonised the depopulated areas with his own people. 

These Assyrians intermarried with the Jews who were left in 

Israel, creating a mixed population who observed a religion that 

was a mixture of paganism and Judaism. They became known 

as ‘Samaritans’. When the southern Kingdom went into exile to 

Babylon around 600BC the idea was that they too would mix with 

the Babylonians and lose their distinct national identity. Many did, 

but there was a faithful remnant who refused to compromise by 

intermarrying and mixing faiths. These were the ones who chose 

to return to Jerusalem when the opportunity arose. To these 

people the Samaritans represented the epitome of compromise. 

This is why they refused their offer to help build the temple. The 

temptation for us today is not so much to mix our Christian faith 

with pagan religion but to mix it with worldly living; to subscribe 

to the Christian confession whilst accommodating worldly goals. 

The dominant religion in Australia is not Christianity; it is the 

great Australian lifestyle cult which advocates materialism and 

individualism in a way that is entirely opposed to Kingdom living. 

It is impossible for those of mixed religion in this sense to build the 

Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is built by those who have chosen 

to live the Kingdom lifestyle, not by those who try to straddle this 

and the lifestyle cult. Which faith are you sacrificing to?

tuesday

6 Nov
Ezra 4:1-5 & Matthew 6:19-24

Read Ezra 4:1-5 and Matthew 6:19-24
Reflect on the goals that you sacrifice most for.



ThE PLacE oF WorShiP

Establishing a worship space in your life is such an important 

thing to do. This will be the space where you reconnect with God 

and make yourself accountable to Him. It is the space in which 

you allow Him to bring attitudes and desires to light that may be 

misleading you. It is in this space where you can be filled again 

with His Spirit and given clarity and vision. Those who maintain 

this space in their busy lives will be powerful servants of God. It 

should therefore not be surprising when opposition arises. The 

one thing that our enemy, the devil, most fears is your connection 

with God. He will therefore do everything he can to stop you 

creating this space in your life. He will try to distract you with 

worries and concerns that keep you from the place of worship 

and that even distract you when you try to still yourself before 

God. So you cannot maintain this space without a fight. You are 

going to have to be vigilant and determined. When you put time 

aside you will need to renounce every thought that distracts you 

from seeking God. Any thought that comes in to distract you is 

deceptive in that it demands your attention before God Himself. 

So discipline your mind. Spend time in stillness before God and 

let God take every thought captive. Let your desire for God reign 

above every other thought. Don’t let your focus be taken by 

anything else because everything is futile without God.

Ezra 4:4-24

wedNesday

7 Nov

Read Ezra 4:4-24
Spend some time in stillness before God casting aside 
every other thought than your desire for God Himself.



EXcUSES

The Samaritan opposition to the rebuilding of the temple was 

effective at first. For sixteen years the temple building site lay 

neglected, overgrown with weeds and forgotten. In the meantime, 

the Jews went ahead and built their own houses and businesses. 

It seems, however, they gave up on the work far too easily. These 

were not a recalcitrant people remember, but faithful Jews who 

had already made sacrifices to return to Judea. But they faced the 

pressures of re-establishing themselves in the land and there was 

a lot of work to be done. As much as they valued the rebuilding 

project it seems that the opposition gave them the excuse to stop. 

Perhaps they thought they would wait until God gave them a more 

peaceful moment to return to this project. You may be surprised 

how often this scenario is played out in our lives; how often we 

excuse ourselves from making the necessary sacrifices for the 

mission of God in the light of pressing circumstances. Like the 

Jews at this time we often give up too easily. As we see here it 

only took one extra push against the opposition to disarm the case 

of their accusers, and that could have happened sixteen years 

before! You have to be prepared to fight and sacrifice to make 

your way ahead in God’s mission. Don’t give yourself excuses to 

turn back to lesser priorities. Have you turned to other priorities 

and neglected your faith? Has your faith become like the temple 

during those sixteen years of neglect? Did some opposition or 

circumstance give you an excuse to redirect your energy away 

from building the Kingdom?

thursday

8 Nov
Ezra 5:1-6:12

Read Ezra 5:1-6:12
Reflect and pray over these things.



LoST FocUS

The Jews who left Babylon and returned to Jerusalem did so 

because they wanted to be a part of God’s purpose. They returned 

to re-establish God’s Kingdom in the promised land and to rebuild 

the temple where God would be worshipped. There was a great 

sense of expectancy among the returnees. But things turned out 

to be harder than they expected and as a result their fervour was 

greatly dampened. When the Samaritans successfully opposed 

the temple project each person retreated into their own lives. 

Sixteen years later they still had their heads down working away 

at their own subsistence without any recourse to the big picture 

of why they were there in the first place. So God sent the prophets 

Haggai and Zechariah to wake the people up. It is very easy to go 

through life with your head down focused on your own lifestyle 

goals. In many cases God graciously sends some person or 

circumstance to wake us up. God wants us to lift our heads from 

the mundane preoccupation with subsistence and remember 

why we are here in the first place. We are here to build for God’s 

Kingdom. We all have our little bit to do in this great project. It is 

our mission and if we don’t do it then it doesn’t get done. A lot of 

people begin their Christian walk with genuine devotion and high 

expectations of what they will do with God. But when things get 

hard they lose hope and lower their heads to focus on their own 

lives. May God always do whatever it takes to awaken us when 

this happens.

Haggai 1

Friday

9 Nov

Read Haggai 1
Ask God to help you see the significance 
of your part in the corporate mission.


