
liGhT in ThE DaRknESS

The opening vision of Ezekiel brings us into a new era of biblical 

prophecy. At this time, 593BC, Judah, the remnant of Israel, 

is under the fist of the Babylonians and already many of the 

people have been taken into exile including Ezekiel and the King, 

Jehoiachin. The final destruction of Jerusalem (586BC) has not 

yet taken place but Judah is now in freefall and her fate is sealed. 

It is in this context that this bizarre and awesome vision bursts 

upon Ezekiel in his grief and confusion over the catastrophic 

events taking place. God was showing Ezekiel that He was 

present with His people still and that He was calling Ezekiel to 

represent Him. God revealed Himself in such a way as to indicate 

that He was not stationary in Jerusalem but that He would move 

with His people and that His eyes would always be upon them. 

The path of God may lead through some dark valleys but if God 

is with you then you will come out the other side stronger for it. 

The valley period of the Babylonian captivity was instrumental 

in refining Judah to be the people that God had called them to 

be. They emerged from this a small but resolute band of people 

with clear visions for their future in God. It is often in the darkest 

valleys that we finally see the light. Already Ezekiel is beginning 

to see the light and he is being called to be a lamp to his people 

even, and especially, in this dark time. It is the same with you.

Tuesday

1 May
Ezekiel 1-2

Read Ezekiel 1-2
Ask God to make you a shining light to others today.



ThE SWEET SCROll

God had a hard word for His people. And He knew it was 

going to be hard for them to take it. He wanted to communicate 

to them His grief over their hard-heartedness and when God 

communicates it isn’t just information. To hear God is to share His 

heart, so when God communicates His grief over us we can only 

hear Him if we are willing to share that grief. God was coming 

to His people but in order for them to know Him they would 

have to face and share His sadness. They would have to face 

up to everything in themselves that was causing this sadness. 

The scroll in Ezekiel’s vision represents the grief of God over His 

people. God wanted Ezekiel as the messenger to be the first to 

allow this message to penetrate his heart, so He told him to eat 

the scroll. When Ezekiel ate the scroll, however, it didn’t taste 

bitter, but sweet. Why is this? It is simply because the hardest 

truth is always sweeter than the most desirable lie. God regularly 

communicates His grief to me about my attitudes and behaviour 

and the moments when I face these truths about myself are the 

sweetest moments I have ever known. They are moments of truth 

and reconciliation. They are the times when I turn around to see 

God and to feel His love for me again. For the sadness of God over 

us is only ever an expression of His love.

Ezekiel 2:1-3:15

wednesday

2 May

Read Ezekiel 2:1-3:15
Ask God to show you if there is anything 
in your life that is grieving Him now.



MESSEnGERS

God had installed Ezekiel as His messenger to Israel (whenever 

Israel is mentioned here it is referring to the remnant of Israel, 

which was Judah). God knew that many of the exiles would not 

listen to Ezekiel and would even oppose Ezekiel vehemently for 

his message, but God did not want Ezekiel to be deterred by 

that. Ezekiel was responsible for delivering the message but 

not the outcome. How people received Ezekiel’s message was 

their responsibility. I have often heard this text misapplied by 

Christians who feel that all they need to do is warn people about 

dying in their sins and then wipe their hands of them if they 

respond negatively. The key for us is to make sure the message 

we convey is God’s message both in our language and conduct. 

The message we have to offer to the world is a message of grace. 

The question is whether people are hearing God’s message of 

love and grace in the way we relate to them (for words without 

love are meaningless). Ezekiel was sent to people who had 

refused that grace. So it was a hard message, but even then the 

very fact that God was sending Ezekiel to turn His people around 

was a gesture of grace. People need to encounter the love and 

grace of God through you. You are responsible for embodying and 

conveying that message. How people respond to your love and 

grace is their responsibility.

Thursday

3 May
Ezekiel 3:16-27

Read Ezekiel 3:16-27
Ask God to give you clear opportunities today to 
represent His message of love and grace to others.



bEinG ThE MESSaGE

Consider what God is requiring Ezekiel to do here in chapters 

4-5 to predict and symbolise the coming siege of Jerusalem. He 

must lie on his side for over 14 months, eating a famine-worthy 

diet and cooking over a fire fuelled with his own excrement, after 

which he must shave off all his hair and beard, which would have 

been humiliating to say the least. Ezekiel may have regretted 

getting involved in ministry at this point! However, this is really 

the way it is for all of us. We are all messengers of God like 

Ezekiel and we must all embody the message. We are not just 

messengers, we are the message. In the same way that people 

would flock to Ezekiel to see this peculiar spectacle, so God wants 

us to stand out by our attitude to life and our selfless way of 

living. We are to be like pots that God shapes so that when people 

meet us they see the shape of God in our lives. Being shaped by 

God can be a painful process. He may put you through all sorts of 

soul-twisting trials to shape your life as He wants it to be. It may 

not make sense to you why He is letting you go through this or 

that trial. We tend to assess our lives in terms of outcomes. But 

we are the main outcome. We are the project, because we are 

the message. God is shaping your life so that it says something. 

You were created to reflect God’s truth and He is shaping that 

in you right now.

Ezekiel 4-5

friday

4 May

Read Ezekiel 4-5
Ask God to shape you as He desires.



5/6 may

In Psalm 89 the Psalmist doesn’t just bring a request, he brings 

an argument. He is comparing the character and promises of 

God on the one hand with his situation on the other to show up 

the discrepancy between these two realities. And he is bringing 

this before God as an appeal. It might seem presumptuous 

to argue a case before God. It would seem to imply that God 

owes us something and that we need to convince Him of that. 

In the other religions of the time people never dared to expect 

anything from their gods. Their prayers, therefore, lack any 

firm ground for them to expect anything to happen. I have 

read through many prayers from the ancient pagan religions 

and I have not found anything like the arguments of the Psalm 

writers. What’s the difference? The difference is that we pray 

to a God who has bound Himself to us by a covenant of grace 

through Jesus Christ. No other ‘god’ ever claimed to do such 

a thing. By this covenant the one true God has promised to 

bless us even though we don’t warrant or deserve it. And He 

wants us to take Him at His word and trust Him. This means 

that, when we pray, He wants us to appeal to His promises. 

Too often we pray as though God had not promised anything. 

Too often we pray as though God is ambivalent towards us. 

This is not faith. In Psalm 89 the Psalmist appeals to God’s 

covenant with David to move God to action. How much 

greater claim do we have in the person and work of Christ.

Read Psalm 89. What promises of God do 

you need to appeal to at the moment?

Covenant Appeal  - PSalM 89


